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tangible progress against the Mafia in the
United States.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Trade With Kyrgyzstan

December 9, 1993

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

I am writing to inform you of my intent
to add Kyrgyzstan to the list of beneficiary
developing countries under the Generalized
System of Preferences (GSP). The GSP pro-
gram offers duty-free access to the U.S. mar-
ket and is authorized by the Trade Act of
1974.

I have carefully considered the criteria
identified in sections 501 and 502 of the
Trade Act of 1974. In light of these criteria,
and particularly Kyrgyzstan's level of devel-
opment and initiation of economic reforms,
| have determined that it is appropriate to
extend GSP benefits to Kyrgyzstan.

This notice is submitted in accordance
with section 502(a)(1) of the Trade Act of
1974,

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NoTEe: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on December 13.

Proclamation 6635—To Amend the
Generalized System of Preferences

December 9, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

1. Pursuant to sections 501 and 502 of the
Trade Act of 1974, as amended (19 U.S.C.
2461 and 2462) (“Trade Act”), and having
due regard for the eligibility criteria set forth
therein, |1 have determined that it is appro-
priate to designate Kyrgyzstan as a bene-
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ficiary developing country for purposes of the
Generalized System of Preferences (“GSP”).

2. Section 604 of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C.
2483) authorizes the President to embody in
the Harmonized Tariff Schedule (“HTS”)
the substance of the provisions of that Act,
and of other acts affecting import treatment,
and actions thereunder.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States of America, including but not limited
to sections 501 and 604 of the Trade Act,
do proclaim that:

(1) General note 3(c)(ii)(A) to the HTS,
listing those countries whose products are el-
igible for benefits of the GSP, is modified
by inserting “Kyrgyzstan” in alphabetical
order in the enumeration of independent
countries.

(2) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive orders inconsistent with
the provisions of this proclamation are here-
by superseded to the extent of such inconsist-
ency.

(3) The modifications to the HTS made
by paragraph (1) of this proclamation shall
be effective with respect to articles that are:
(i) imported on or after January 1, 1976, and
(i) entered, or withdrawn from warehouse
for consumption, on or after 15 days after
the date of publication of this proclamation
in the Federal Register.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this ninth day of December, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:27 p.m., December 10, 1993]

NoTEe: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 13, and
it was published in the Federal Register on De-
cember 14.
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Remarks at a Conference on
Entitlements in Bryn Mawr,
Pennsylvania

December 13, 1993

Thank you very much. Ladies and gentle-
men, it's a pleasure for me to be here. | have
looked forward to this conference with great
anticipation for some time. | want to thank
Congresswoman Margolies-Mezvinsky for
getting this together and for inviting me here.
I thank President McPherson and this won-
derful institution for hosting us. I'm de-
lighted that Speaker Foley and Congressman
Penny are here for the Congress, and Senator
Kerrey and Senator Wofford, your own Sen-
ator, are here to talk about these important
issues. 1 want to also thank all the people
who helped to put this conference together
and to all the people in our administration
who were invited and are here participating.
We pretty much shut the town down in
Washington today and just sort of came up
here to Pennsylvania to talk about entitle-
ments.

This is a very serious subject, worthy of
the kind of thoughtful attention that it will
be given today. | hope there will be a great
national discussion of the issues that we dis-
cuss today, and | hope that this will be the
beginning of a debate that will carry through
for the next several years.

I ran for President because | thought our
Nation was going in the wrong direction eco-
nomically and that our society was coming
apart when it ought to be coming together.
I wanted to work hard to create jobs and
raise incomes for the vast mass of Americans
and to try to bring our country back together
by restoring the bonds of family and civility
and community, without which we cannot
hope to pass the American dream on to the
students who are here at Bryn Mawr or the
students who will come behind.

To do this, we must all, without regard to
party or philosophy, at least agree to face the
real problems of this country: 20 years of
stagnant wages; 30 years of family decline,
concentrated heavily among the poor; 12
years in which our debt has quadrupled, but
investment in our future has lagged, leaving
us with twin deficits, a massive budget deficit
and a less publicized investment deficit, the
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gap between what we need to invest to com-
pete and win and what we are receiving in
terms of new skills and new opportunities.
These things are linked. Creating jobs in
growth requires that we bring down both the
budget deficit and the investment deficit.
High Government deficits keep interest rates
high; they crowd out private demands for
capital; they take more Government money
to service the debt. All this tends to reduce
investment, productivity, jobs, and ulti-
mately, living standards.

The deficit increased so dramatically over
the last 12 years because of things that hap-
pened on the spending side and on the reve-
nue side. Defense increased dramatically
until 1987, but it’s been coming down since
then quite sharply. However, the place of de-
fense, as we'll see later, has been more than
overtaken by an explosion in health care costs
going up for the Government at roughly 3
times the rate of inflation. Interest on the
debt is obviously increased more when inter-
est rates were high than now, but always
when the accumulated national debt goes up.
And the larger number of poor people in our
country has inevitably led to greater spending
on programs that are targeted to the poor.

On the revenue side, the tax cut of 1981
wound up being roughly twice the percent-
age of our income that was originally pro-
posed by President Reagan as the President
and the Congress entered into a bidding war.
And then in 1986 we adopted indexing, a
principle that is clearly fair but reduced the
rate of growth of Federal revenues by adjust-
ing people’s taxes downward as inflation
pushed their incomes upward. And finally,
a prolonged period of very slow growth has
clearly reduced Government revenues and
added to the deficit.

If you look at this chart, you will see that
we inherited a deficit that was projected to
be actually—when I took office, for the fiscal
year that ended at the end of September—
above $300 billion. It was obvious that it was
headed upward. The blue line here is what
I found when | became President. It was
clear that something had to be done. I asked
the Congress to pass the largest deficit reduc-
tion package in history. It had $255 billion
in real enforceable spending reductions from



